
PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 

MEETING DATE: April 19, 2006 ITEM NO. GOAL: Coordinate Planning to Balance Infrastructure 
    
 
  
SUBJECT Colaric Abandonment - 20-AB-2005 

 
REQUEST Request to consider the following: 

1. Abandon 752.50-feet of right-of-way along the 12-foot wide alley 
located at the rear of lots 10 thru 15 of Villa Arcadia Two. 

2. Abandon 174-feet of right of way along the 12-foot wide alley located 
west of lot 10 of Villa Arcadia Two. 

3. Abandon 183.55-feet of right of way along the 16-foot wide alley 
located east of lot 15 of Villa Arcadia Two. 

 
Related Policies, References: 
General Plan, Master Circulation Plan 
 

OWNERS Lot 10 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Golab, Lot 11 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Z. Board, Lot 12 Mr. & 
Mrs. Michael B. Dollin, Lot 13 Mr. & Mrs. 
John C. Colton, Lot 14, Mr. & Mrs. Wayne 
P. Colaric, Lot 15 Mr. & Mrs. William J. 
Leonetti and Mr. & Mrs. H. Edwin Johnson 
at 6436 E. Calle Del Media (Lombardi 
Estates) 
  

APPLICANT CONTACT John Colton 
480-967-8199 
 

LOCATION 6446 - 6532 E. Calle Del Media 
 

BACKGROUND Background. 
The subject alley was dedicated as part of the Villa Arcadia Two Plat in 1964 
as Book 104 of Maps, Page 40, Maricopa County Records.  Villa Arcadia Two 
was a replat of a 1948 subdivision call Lombardi Estates.  The replat split 6 
very long lots into the lots that currently exist along the south side of Exeter 
and along both sides of Calle Del Media.  The 1964 plat contains a dedication 
that “… sets forth the location and gives the dimensions of the lots, streets and 
alleys constituting same and that each lot and street shall be known by the 
number or name given and respectively on said plat and hereby dedicates to 
the public for use as such the streets and alleys shown on said plat …”.   
 
In 1964, the city’s residential development standards included a requirement 
for provision of alleys in order to provide utility users, refuse collection, and 
vehicle access to the back of residential properties.  Typical alley widths were 
16’, but there are alleys in the area that are as narrow as 8’ wide.  It is not clear 
why this particular alley is 12’ in width, but the dedications on the plat and the 
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fact that alley corners are “clipped” to accommodate vehicular turning 
moments seems to anticipate public use of the alley.  When the lots on both 
sides of the alley were developed, access to the lots was from the front of the 
lots and the vegetation in the alley was never removed.  Only the north-south 
sections of the alley appear to have been actively used by vehicles.  There are 
existing power poles approximately 15-20 feet apart and located along the 
subdivisions northern property line within the 12-foot wide portion of alley.   
 
Zoning. 
The site is zoned Single Family Residential District (R1-18) which allows for 
one dwelling unit per lot. 
 
Context. 
The subject portion of the Villa Arcadia II subdivision is located 163-feet east 
of 66th Street and north of East Calle Del Media.  The alley is located along the 
rear of lots 10 thru 15, and along the west side of lot 10 and along the east side 
of lot 15.   
 
The surrounding property is zoned Single Family Residential: 

• North: Single Family Residential zoned R1-35 
• South: Single Family Residential zoned R1-10 
• East:   Single Family Residential, County Island 
• West:  Single Family Residential, City of Phoenix 

 
APPLICANT’S 
PROPOSAL 

Purpose of Request. 
This request is to abandon the following portions of existing alley right-of-
way: 

• 752.50-feet of right-of-way along the 12-foot wide alley located at the 
rear of lots 10 thru 15 of Villa Arcadia Two. 

• 174-feet of right of way along the 12-foot wide alley located west of 
lot 10 of Villa Arcadia Two. 

• 183.55-feet of right of way along the 16-foot wide alley located east 
of lot 15 of Villa Arcadia Two. 

 
The alley was dedicated on the Villa Arcadia Two Plat for the purpose of 
public utilities.  The applicants claim that there is a lack of security, the alley is 
totally dark and burglars can easily access their property from the alley.  On 
more than one occasion the neighbors have cleaned beer and wine containers 
from the alley as well as the experience of a bullet hole on the north-facing 
window.  The northern portion of the alley has not been cleared or maintained. 
 
Key Issues. 
CITY IMPACT: 

• There will be no significant impact to the City as a result of this 
abandonment.  The alley is not required for trash pick-up or 
emergency access. 

 
PROPERTY OWNER IMPACT: 

• The alley will no longer be available for public access. 
• The abandoned alley right-of-way will be released to the property 

owners of Lots 10-15 Villa Arcadia II and the metes and bound lot 
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(west of lot 10) of Lombardi Estates and incorporated into their lots.  . 
• The property owners currently using the alley will no longer have 

access (Lot 2 and Lot 6 Lombardi Estates). 
• The property owner of Lot 4 Lombardi Estates intends to use a portion 

of the alley for access to a guest house with garage that is permitted 
and currently under construction.  

• Existing power poles will remain but will be located in a utility 
easement provided within the rear yards of the property owners of Lots 
11-15 on Calle Del Media Drive. 

 
IMPACT ANALYSIS Departmental Responses. 

It is city policy to not support abandonment requests if an alley is being 
actively used or if the abandonment request is opposed by affected property 
owners.  Both of the north-south portions of the alley are being used; and a 
permit has been legally issued for use of the east-west portion.   
 
Policy Implications.  
Alley are public right-of-ways.  As long as there is evidence that the public 
right-of-way is being used, the City will not support the abandonment. 
 
Community Involvement.   
The City posted signage at the roadway alignments alerting neighbors in the 
area of the request.  The applicant, through first class mailing, has notified the 
surrounding property owners within 750 feet.  The applicant has held more 
than one community meeting to inform neighbors of their intent. 
 
Staff has received several phone calls, as well as written correspondence 
supporting and objecting to the abandonment (See Attachment #8).  The 
property owner of Lot 4 Lombardi Estates has formally stated his objection to 
this abandonment.  In response to this objection, staff held several meetings 
with the property owners and their representatives to facilitate a resolution.  At 
this time, the disagreement has not been resolved. 
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

Recommended Approach:  
Staff recommends denial. 
 

RESPONSIBLE 
DEPT(S) 

Planning and Development Services Department 
 

STAFF CONTACT(S) Greg Williams 
Senior Planner 
480-312-4205 
E-mail: gwilliams@ScottsdaleAZ.gov 
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Department Issues Checklist 
 
 
Transportation 

    Do Not Support 
Staff’s position regarding abandonment requests has been to not support the 
abandonment unless all property owners with frontage favor the abandonment.  Currently 
not all property owners along both sides of the alley support the abandonment.    
 
Trails 

    Support 
There are no trail requirements at this location 
 
Public Utilities 

    Support 
All utility companies have sent letters of support for this abandonment request with no 
reservations. There are existing utility poles in the alley with overhead power lines. If the 
abandonment is approved the utility poles as well as an easement will be provided within 
the rear yards of the applicants residing on Calle Del Media Drive. 
 
Emergency/Municipal Services 

    Support 
This request does not impact the ability to serve these properties or adjacent properties. 
Access for emergency services are provided along the existing public streets.  
 
Water/Sewer Services  

    Support 
This request does not impact the ability to serve any properties in the surrounding areas. 
 
  
 
 

 
Attachment #1 
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ATTACHMENT #2

Colaric Abandonment 20-AB-2005
G.I.S. ORTHOPHOTO 2003
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ATTACHMENT #3

Colaric Abandonment 20-AB-2005
G.I.S. ORTHOPHOTO 2003

Legend
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12 Feet ROW to be Abandoned
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Easements & Right-of-Way
Attachment #5
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ATTACHMENT #6

20-AB-2005
Labels pulled 10/25/2005

City Notifications – Mailing List Selection Map

Colaric Abandonment

Map Legend:

Site Boundary

Properties within 750-feet

Additional Notifications:

• Interested Parties List
• Adjacent HOAs
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